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Big Walnut Baseball Association 
“CODE OF CONDUCT”  
 
It is one of the principles of BWBA that the highest standards of ethics and sportsmanship be maintained 
by all participants, including spectators, at all times.  The ethics and sportsmanship of the players, 
coaches, officials, parents and others associated with the league must be exemplary and beyond 
reproach.  Everyone participating and watching must conduct themselves so as to be a credit to the sport, 
the league and our community. 
 
THE FOLLOWING CODE OF CONDUCT PRESCRIBES THE DUTIES AND BASIC 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THOSE PLAYING, ADMINISTERING AND WATCHING THE GAME: 
 

1. All coaches, officials, players, spectators, Officers and Trustees of the League must comply with 
the meaning and spirit of the Constitution, rules, regulations and policies as adopted by the 
Officers/Trustees of the League. 
 

2. Coaches and parents should motivate their players to control themselves at all times, thereby 
preventing any unsportsmanlike conduct against opponents, players, umpires or spectators.  
 

3. Coaches and umpires will not tolerate actions by any player, which are deemed to be physically 
dangerous to other players. Coaches and spectators must not incite players to initiate any 
retaliatory action regardless of the provocation, or to imply to the players, a dissatisfaction with 
the umpires (verbal or by gesture). 
 

4. Coaches, parents, volunteers and spectators will not use their position to upset or intimidate 
either their own team players or an opposing team's players.   Profanity will not be tolerated by 
any of the aforementioned individuals. 
 

5. Coaches may be held responsible for the actions of their team parents, assistant coaches, 
players, and spectators.  
 

6. Coaches will focus on and instill in their players, the habit of properly respecting opponents, 
umpires and spectators.  Players, coaches, umpires and spectators are not to direct any 
unbecoming or unsportsmanlike language or personal remarks to any other players, coaches, 
umpires or spectators. 
 

7. Defacing, destroying, vandalism or theft of any property belonging the League is not permitted 
and at the sole discretion of the Officers/Trustees, the League may pursue legal action against 
the responsible individual. 
 

8. Under no circumstances, will the use of alcoholic beverages, tobacco, tobacco related products 
or illegal drugs by coaches, players or umpires are permitted during any BWBA practices, 
scrimmages or games. 
 

9. Pets are not permitted at BWBA facilities. 
  

 
 

Page 1 of 35 



 

Big Walnut Baseball Association 
Sunbury, OH 

2018 Rules 

 

BREACH OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
Any violation of the Code of Conduct will be deemed UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT.  If you choose to 
ignore our Code of Conduct and complaints are received, these are the disciplinary actions that will be 
taken: 
 

1. First Offense: A League Officer will issue a warning to the head coach of the team, whose 
player, coach or spectator(s) that is showing disrespect. 
 
A ejection may be issued for the first offense, if in the official's judgment, it is warranted.  
Ejected individuals must leave the playing area immediately.  
 

2. Second Offense: Removal from diamond (including escort if necessary) plus 2-game 
suspension.  Play will cease until such time the person/party causing the ejection to be issued 
leaves the park area.  Failure to leave will result in play ceasing and the team associated with that 
individual will forfeit the game. 
 
If escort by Sunbury Police is necessary, it is an automatic and permanent league 
expulsion. 
 

3. Third Offense: Permanent league expulsion from any present or future participation. 
 
WE EXPECT OUR COACHES TO DEMONSTRATE RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR AT ALL TIMES 
DURING PRACTICES AND GAMES.  TEACH OUR CHILDREN BY EXAMPLE, TO SHOW RESPECT 
TO FELLOW PLAYERS, COACHES AND UMPIRES.  PLEASE KEEP WINNING IN PERSPECTIVE. 
YOUR GOAL SHOULD BE TO HAVE A GOOD RECORD BUT ALSO HAVE FUN SO THE KIDS 
RETURN. 
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BWBA Coaches and Volunteers 
 
Coaches are encouraged to use their individual creativity and styles.  If you have any questions about the 
league's philosophy, please contact one of the officers or trustees. 
 
All Coaches (Head and Assistant coaches) Must complete required concussion awareness program and 
sign rules and acknowledgement form which you will also receive at coaches training. 
 
Any adult that has direct contact with the players on the field and/or in the dugout area must have 
a passed background check.  BWBA will pay for up to 3 background checks per team.  Additional 
background checks can be purchased by the individual.  BWBA will provide a list of all eligible 
coaches prior to the start of your first practice. 
 
Any team in violation of the background check policy will result in immediate forfeit of game 
 
People in Dugout.  In each bench or dugout, only 3 coaches, 1 scorekeeper,  with passed background 
checks, and players on the roster of the teams that are playing are allowed (borrowed players for that 
game because of shortages are exceptions).  Players may coach the bases, but if they do so they must 
wear a batting helmet.  There will be no batboy. 
 
Injuries  
 
First Aid kits are available at the concession stand. 
 
Any injuries are to be reported to the president immediately.  A claim for the insurance must be filed within 
20 days of the accident 
 
Equipment 
 
Equipment for practices and games will be provided by BWBA.  Equipment will be kept at the fields and 
coaches will be given access to equipment sheds.  All equipment must be returned in the condition you 
found it after your game or practice. 
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Game Day Responsibilities 
 
Both coaches must be sure all players/coaches from the previous game have exited the dugouts before 
their teams can enter the field. 
 
Both coaches should meet with the umpire prior to the game for the purpose of discussing the  
strike zone, ground rules, field conditions, and any other specific areas of concern. 
 
At game completion, both coaches need to be sure the dugouts are clean and free from all trash  
and debris. All debris must be placed in proper trash containers outside the field.  Please remind parents 
to pick up all trash/debris from spectator areas. 
 
Any unidentifiable personal belongings left behind should be placed in the lost and found located at the 
concession stand. 
 
All snacks provided by the players after the game should be handed out at the concession stand area. 
The bench areas need to be cleared immediately for the next game participants. 
 
Home Coach Responsibilities 
 

1. Have bases set and field marked by game time. 
 

2. Re-mark infield lines if necessary. 
 

3. Check outfield and perimeter fence for debris. 
 

4. Turn on lights when appropriate. 
 
Visitor Coach Responsibilities 
 

1. At game completion, return all equipment and bases to storage shed and make sure shed is 
securely locked. 
 

2. Turn lights off. 
 

3. After the last game of each day, rake or sweep the dirt back around the bases and pitcher's 
mound.  That way, if we get any rain it, will pack down and we will not have the large dips and 
holes that are forming on the field. 
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Umpire Program 
 
The Big Walnut Baseball Association (BWBA) has a unique Youth Umpire Program that trains and 
employs umpires to officiate games in our Major, Minor, and Machine Pitch Leagues. One or Two umpires 
are typically assigned for each game, a plate ump and a field ump. Our umpires are:  
 

1. Trained by adults with umpiring experience and current and former coaches of BWBA. 
 

2. Provided with all necessary umpiring equipment and receive an official BWBA umpiring shirt. 
 

3. Paid according to their position. 
  

For many kids, BWBA’s umpiring program is their first real job. As with any job, there are many important 
responsibilities our umpires must assume. These include:  
 

1. Showing up on time, taking charge of a game, and creating an environment for kids to have fun 
playing baseball. 
 

2. Learning, interpreting, and enforcing the rules of the game. 
 

3. Making quick, accurate decisions and standing by those decisions. 
 

4. Balancing umpire job commitments with school, baseball playing, and other  activities. 
 

5. Keeping a schedule and records of games umpired, and communicating any concerns, questions, 
and problems to umpiring program supervisors in a timely manner.  

 
For more information on our umpire program please visit bigwalnutbaseball.com 
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Umpire Coaches and Parent Conduct 
 

1. An umpire shall not have authority to eject a player, coach or spectator from a game. An umpire 
should report any observed unsportsmanlike behavior to the coaches and to the BWBA board to 
review. 
 

2. All coaches, players and spectators must show respect for all decisions of the umpires and efforts 
of all league participants.  
 

3. Coaches, spectators, players and parents are NOT to harass umpires or challenge their decision 
before, during, or after the game.  Abuse, intimidation or other undignified discussion, with or 
about an umpire is not permitted at any time under any circumstances. 
 

4. A head coach or an official assistant coach, and ONLY those individuals, may discuss with the 
umpires a rule interpretation at inning end or game end.  This discussion must be held with 
dignity, sincerity and a proper and calm demeanor.  An umpire is not required to discuss his/her 
call with any other individual.  If another individual has a question regarding an umpire's call or 
rule interpreting, the individual may discuss the matter with a coach, who may, in turn discuss the 
situation with the umpire.  
 

5. Coaches, players and umpires must cooperate in an effort to avoid unnecessary game delays. 
 

6. The decision of the umpire is final with regard to all matters directly associated with the play of a 
game.  Regardless of the nature of an issue of disagreement, it is not possible or permitted to 
appeal or protest the outcome, or any part of a game. 
 

7. Umpires may stop the game at any time if they feel there is any unsportsmanlike behavior.  The 
umpire shall then find the League Official on duty and the game will remain stopped until the 
situation is resolved. 
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Weather Policy 
 
Player safety is the first priority.  As summer weather turns hotter and more unpredictable, we want to 
remind coaches, parents, and umpires to be mindful of summer storms and heat.  

1. A game can be halted due to rain or lightning by the umpire and/or any BWBA Board member at 
the fields. 
 

2. A game that is halted cannot restart later than 2 hours after the scheduled start time of the game. 
 

3. Rain/Lightning Policy - If there is any sign of thunder and/or lightning, CLEAR THE FIELD.  Play 
may commence 30 minutes after the last sight of lightning or sound of thunder. 
 

4. Hot Weather - Assure that all players, coaches, and spectators have access to water.  Give 
players an opportunity to rest, cool down, and find shade as needed.  Observe for signs of 
heat-related illness, remove participants from play if appropriate, and access medical care as 
needed. 
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Uniforms, Equipment and Player Safety 
 

1. BWBA will provide players with uniform shirts, hats and batting helmets.  Players will need to 
provide their own baseball pants cleats ( NO METAL SPIKES ) and athletic cup. 
 

2. BWBA requires that all players wear an athletic cup for their protection. 
 

3. Catchers can use regular fielder’s gloves. BWBA will provide catcher’s gloves. 
 

4. Bat Rule: Bats cannot have barrels larger than 2 ¼ inches.  NO BIG BARREL BATS. 
 

5. Any batter that throws the bat will receive a warning and the next time be called out. 
 

6. Players are not to throw batting helmets, one warning, then, removal from the game. 
 

7. Players are to swing the bats in the batting circle only. 
 
 
Practices and Games 
 

1. Teams will generally be scheduled for two practices per week until the season starts.  After 
games start teams will play games on Saturdays and continue to practice during the week until 
weekday games start at the end of the school year. 
 

2. All practices using the various fields and the batting cage must be scheduled ahead of time with 
your league director.  Field availability is posted on our league website bigwalnutbaseball.com.  
 

3. After the season starts, teams may schedule additional practices at their discretion based on 
field/batting cage availability. 

  
4. Game schedules will be prepared by the league with each team being scheduled for at least 10 

games.  A season ending tournament will be scheduled after the regular season is completed for 
Machine Pitch, Minors and Majors divisions. 
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T-Ball – Grades Pre-Kindergarten  
 
Competitive Level - Fun, Recreational 
 

● Emphasis on teaching baseball fundamentals (hitting, throwing, base-running, rules of game, etc) 
 

● Keeping score of the game is discouraged.  There will be no league standing kept. This league is 
very instructional and is intended to teach the players the fundamentals of the game. 
 

● Coaches for the defensive team can be on the field with their players.  
 

● Game Length 
 

○ Games will be a maximum of four innings or one hour, whichever comes first. 
 

○ Halted Game.  In the event a game is halted by weather, such game is official if each 
team has had two full innings at-bat.  If a game has been halted before it has qualified as 
official, then the game will be rescheduled and replayed in its entirety.  
 

○ Make-Up Games.  All games postponed during the regular season shall be scheduled to 
be made up by the league.  The league will notify both coaches of the time and date.  
 

● Playing Time.  
 

○ There is no minimum number of players needed to start the game.  Please try to start 
games on time. 
 

○ The batting order will be set at the beginning of the game and there will be no changes in 
the order.  All players will bat.  
 

○ All of the players will play defense.  
 

○ There will not be any extra infielders.  The extra players will be spread around the 
outfield. 

 
Rosters 
 
The league director and officers will be responsible for developing team rosters.  A late sign-up will be 
automatically placed on the team at the discretion of the officers.  Every effort will be made to ensure all 
teams have an equal number of players.  
 
No changes of players from team to team will be made by coaches.  
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Rules 
 
The T-Ball League will follow the Ohio High School Baseball Rules except for the following 
amended ground rules: 
 

1. The distance between the bases will be 30 feet. 
 

2. Batting:  Players will bat from a Tee placed at the home plate area.  
 

3. No batter will be allowed to walk, and there will be no strikeouts.  Players will swing at the ball 
until a ball is hit into the field of play. 

 
4. Runner will advance 1 base with each hit and the last batter in the order will “hit a home run” to 

clear the bases to end the inning. 
 

5. If a coach gets hit by a ball or deems it necessary to knock a ball down (self-defense), the ball 
stays in play.  
 

6. There will be no stealing or leading off of the bases.  
 

7. There will be no intentional contact by the base runner with a player covering a base.  All runners 
must slide to avoid contact. 
 

8. There will no outs.  Each team will bat through the complete batting order.  The inning will be 
complete after each player has batted once.  
 

9. There is no infield fly rule.  The ball will be played. 
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Coach Pitch – Grades Kindergarten 
 
Competitive Level - Fun, Recreational 
 

● Emphasis on teaching baseball fundamentals (hitting, throwing, base-running, rules of game, etc) 
 

● Keeping score of the game is discouraged.  There will be no league standing kept. This league is 
very instructional and is intended to teach the players the fundamentals of the game. 
 

● Coaches for the defensive team can be on the field with their players.  
 

● Game Length 
 

○ Games will be a maximum of four innings or one hour, whichever comes first. 
 

○ Halted Game.  In the event a game is halted by weather, such game is official if each 
team has had two full innings at-bat.  If a game has been halted before it has qualified as 
official, then the game will be rescheduled and replayed in its entirety.  
 

○ Make-Up Games.  All games postponed during the regular season shall be scheduled to 
be made up by the league.  The league will notify both coaches of the time and date.  
 

● Playing Time.  
 

○ There is no minimum number of players needed to start the game.  Please try to start 
games on time. 
 

○ The batting order will be set at the beginning of the game and there will be no changes in 
the order.  All players will bat.  
 

○ All of the players will play defense.  
 

○ There will not be any extra infielders.  The extra players will be spread around the 
outfield. 

 
Rosters 
 
The league director and officers will be responsible for developing team rosters.  A late sign-up will be 
automatically placed on the team at the discretion of the officers.  Every effort will be made to ensure all 
teams have an equal number of players.  
 
No changes of players from team to team will be made by coaches.  
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Rules 
 
The T-Ball League will follow the Ohio High School Baseball Rules except for the following 
amended ground rules: 
 

10. The distance between the bases will be 50 feet. 
 

11. Batting:  Coaches may pitch to the players from any distance, or use a tee.  Each player will get 3 
pitches to hit before moving to the tee to complete the at bat. 
 

12. No batter will be allowed to walk, and there will be no strikeouts.  Players will swing at the ball 
until a ball is hit into the field of play. 
 

13. If a coach gets hit by a ball or deems it necessary to knock a ball down (self-defense), the ball 
stays in play.  
 

14. There will be no stealing or leading off of the bases.  If the base runner leaves before the ball is 
hit, he will be sent back and warned. 
 

15. There will be no intentional contact by the base runner with a player covering a base.  All runners 
must slide to avoid contact. 
 

16. There will be no bunting.  Any ball must go past a four- (4) foot arc, from home plate, on the 
ground or in the air to be fair, otherwise it will be a foul ball. 
 

17. There will not be a three (3) out rule to end an inning.  Each team will bat through the complete 
batting order.  The inning will be complete after each player has batted once.  
 

18. There is no infield fly rule.  The ball will be played. 
 

19. The coaches will call “dead ball” or “play complete” at which time the ball is dead and the runners 
can not advance.  
 

20. When a throw leaves the playing field the runners may advance one base.  If the ball stays in the 
field of play the runners may advance at their own risk.  Coaches need to use judgement in 
advancing baserunners in overthrow situations (we want fielders to try and make the throw 
without being penalized). 
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Machine Pitch – Grades 1st and 2nd 
 
To be eligible to play in Machine Pitch, a player must currently be in 1st or 2nd grade.  A player in grades 
below 1st will be allowed to play up in the Machine Pitch division at league discretion. 
 
Competitive Level - Fun, Recreational 
 

● Emphasis on improving skills, Teamwork and Sportsmanship 
 

● Scores will be kept all season. Score book will be provided and MUST be used by both coaches 
during games. ALL COACHES MUST KEEP A BOOK 
 

● Prior to the start of each game, each team will exchange their  “defensive player rotation form” 
and batting order with opposing team. (Coaches YOU must have your line ups prepared before 
you arrive for game to avoid any delays in starting game.)  
 

● During a game, each team will also notify the other team of any change in “defensive player 
rotation form” or batting order.  
 

● The coaches and umpire will sign off on the official score card to confirm play 
 

● Game Length 
 

○ In the regular season, the duration of a game will be the 4th completed inning.  No new 
inning will start after 1 hour from the scheduled start time. 
 

○ Games may end in a tie.  
 

○ All games played will count towards the standings to determine the seedings for the 
season ending tournament. 
 

○ Halted Game. In the event a game is halted by weather, such game is official if each 
team has had 3 full innings at-bat or if the home team is ahead in the bottom of the 3rd 
inning.  If a game has been halted before it has qualified as official, then the game will be 
rescheduled and will resume from where it was delayed even if less than one inning.  
 

○ Make-Up Games.  All games postponed during the regular season shall be scheduled to 
be made up by the league.  The league will notify both coaches of the time and date.  
 
 

 
 
 

● Playing Time.  
 

○ A player must play an infield position and an outfield position during each game, and may 
play no more than two inning at any position. This is tracked using the “defensive player 

 
 

Page 13 of 35 



 

Big Walnut Baseball Association 
Sunbury, OH 

2018 Rules 

 

rotation form”. 
 

○ A team can start a game with less than 9 players.  The coaches should make every 
attempt to field 9 players.  If a team has less than 9 players an out WILL NOT occur when 
that missing player is scheduled to take his turn at bat.  
 

○ Every team must play a catcher who is to be within 6ft of home plate. 
 

○ When a team is short less than 9 of players, they may pick up players from our BWBA 
recreation program only from the level below “Machine Pitch” it would be “Coach Pitch”. 
Any replacement player(s) may only play outfield and must hit at the bottom of the order. 
If a team made arrangements for a replacement player due to expected absence but 
ended up with 9 of its players at the start of the game, the replacement player may still 
play but only with the agreement of the opposing coach.  If the 9th player arrives late, the 
replacement player may continue to play.  
 

○ The batting order will be set at the beginning of the game and there will be no changes in 
the order.  All players will bat.  
 

○ All of the players will play defense.  
 

○ There will not be any extra infielders.  Extra players will be spread around the outfield. 
 

○ There is free substitution of players.  
 

● Season Ending Tournament  
 

○ In determining the league champion, a season ending tournament shall be held. The 
tournament shall be a single elimination format.  Seedings for the tournament shall be 
based upon the regular season record. 
 

○ The official length of games for all tournament games shall be 4 complete innings, with 
extra innings for games ending in a tie until a winner is determined.  
 

○ A team may play short handed or pick up a player from a younger league only.  A 
replacement player will not be permitted to play if the team has 9 of its regular players at 
the start of the game.  If the 9th player arrives late, he would replace the replacement 
player in the lineup. 
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Rosters 
 
Each Machine Pitch team is assigned a head coach and two assistant coaches whose children are on 
that team. And one team mom to coordinate concession volunteers from each team.  The league shall 
have the number of teams that allows each team to field 10-11 players.  
 
All players are expected to attend a player evaluation session prior to the team assignments.  The league 
shall run the evaluation with the help of the coaches.  Teams will be assigned by the BWBA Board 
Members and League Director using the player evaluations.  It is important for all players to attend the 
evaluation to ensure the competitive balance of the league. 
 
Each team will have equal distribution of 1st and 2nd grade players within reason.  Player requests will be 
limited with all requests being considered but may not be honored.  
 
A late sign-up will be automatically placed on the team at the discretion of the officers.  Every effort will be 
made to ensure all teams have an equal number of players. And equal as possible the number of 2nd 
grade players per team. 
 
No changes of players from team to team will be made by coaches.  
 
If a player can not complete the season after they are placed on a team then this player will not be 
counted as an active player and the selection order applies. 
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Machine Pitch Rules 
 
The Machine Pitch League will follow the Official Little League Rules except for the following: 
 

1. Coaches for the defensive team can be on the field with their players. (No more than two 
defensive coaches shall be allowed on the field. These coaches must remain behind outfielders 
at all times and may not interfere with the play of the game.)  
 

2. The distance between the bases will be 60 feet.  The pitching mound distance will be 46 feet 
 

3. The playing field will be laid out as outlined in the diagram below. 
 

  
 

4. A coach from the batting team will use pitching machine.  
a. The “Pitching Machine” must be placed over the pitching mound, motor of machine will 

be directly above pitching rubber. 
b. Coaches will set the pitch speed to 36-38 MPH for all players.  
c. No adjusting of the machine after games begins. 

 
5. A defensive player may be stationed to the immediate left or right of the coach within SIX feet 

(The defensive player must be parallel or behind machine) until the ball is hit. The pitcher position 
will wear a protective helmet with mask provided by BWBA. 
 

6. If a coach gets hit by a ball or deems it necessary to knock a ball down (self-defense), the ball will 
stay in play.  
 

7. If the machine is hit, the ball is still in play and is considered a live ball.  
 

8. Three strikes shall be played as an out.  (Seven Pitch maximum to each batter) – No walks. If 
seventh ball is a foul, batter will receive another pitch and will continue until batter hits or strikes 
out.  
 

9. The catcher position is mandatory you must play it every inning. 
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10. There will be no stealing or leading off of the bases.  If the base runner leaves before the ball is 
hit, he will be sent back to base he previously occupied. 
 

11. There will be no intentional contact by the base runner with a player covering a base.  All runners 
must slide to avoid contact. 

 
12. There will be no bunting.  All batted balls must go past a 6 foot arc from back of home plate, on 

the ground or in the air to be fair, otherwise it will be a foul ball. 
 

13. If a player bats out of order this will result in a warning. (Second offense will constitute an out) 
and if a hit ball occurs during batting out of order any player(s) that advanced will have to return 
to original occupied base(s). 

 
14. There will be a maximum 10 batters per inning if three outs do not happen first.  

 
15. There is no infield fly rule.  The ball will be played. 

 
16. A batted ball hit into fair territory is a live ball. A ball is considered dead when, a thrown ball is in 

the possession of any infielder in the skinned infield area, no runners are advancing, and no play 
is being made. 

 
17. In the case of an overthrow at a base, runners may advance 1 base as long as the ball remains in 

play.  
 

18. A ball is out of play when it passes a line defined as “the bench fences extended” or goes under 
or over the backstop. In the case of an overthrow that goes out of play all runners shall be 
awarded the base that they were advancing to (if they are advancing), plus one base. 

 
19. A runner who leaves the base after the ball is dead must return to the base. At the time of a dead 

ball, if a runner has passed a base or is advancing to next base and is past the ½ way chalk line 
(30 feet) the runner will be awarded that base. This will be determined by the umpire. 

 
20. If a catcher is on base with two outs (or if the tenth batter of the inning is up at bat), the last batter 

called out on the on team may substitute as a runner for the catcher to expedite putting on 
catcher's gear. 

 
21. The umpire will make the call at the bases.  (If the play is too close to call the runner is safe. We 

want the players to have as much experience running the bases as possible.) 
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Minors – Grades 3rd and 4th 
 
To be eligible to play in Minors, a player must currently be in 3rd or 4th grade.  A player in grades below 
3rd will be allowed to play up in the Minors division at league discretion. 
 
Competitive Level - Fun, Recreational, Competitive 
 

● Since this is still a recreational level, the focus is more on fun than competition 
 

● Emphasis on specific skills, Game strategies, Correct catching and fielding techniques.  Throwing 
technique designed to increase velocity and accuracy (while minimizing injury risk).  Correct 
batting technique (body motion and swing). Base stealing 
 

● Scores will be kept all season. Score book will be provided and MUST be used by both coaches 
during games. ALL COACHES MUST KEEP A BOOK 
 

● Game Length 
 

○ In the regular season, the duration of a game will be the 5th completed inning or such 
earlier inning that starts 1:35 minutes from the scheduled start time of the game.  The 
final inning, whether it is the 5th inning or such earlier inning as determined by time, shall 
be announced by the umpires as “the final inning” and that inning shall be played to 
completion.  
 

○ In all innings except the ‘final inning,” a team may only score five (5) runs, except if a 
home run is hit over the fence in which case all runs shall count.  In the 5th inning or the 
inning designated as the “final inning,” there shall be no limit on runs scored. 
 

○ A game shall be declared final if after each team has had four innings at bat, one team is 
15 or more runs ahead. 
 

○ Games may end in a tie.  
 

○ All games played will count towards the standings to determine the seedings for the 
season ending tournament. 
 

○ Halted Game. In the event a game is halted by weather, such game is official if each 
team has had 4 full innings at-bat or if the home team is ahead in the bottom of the 3rd 
inning.  If a game has been halted before it has qualified as official, then the game will be 
rescheduled and will resume from where it was delayed even if less than one inning.  
 

○ Make-Up Games.  All games postponed during the regular season shall be scheduled to 
be made up by the league.  The league will notify both coaches of the time and date.  
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● Playing Time.  
 

○ There is free substitution of players.  
 

○ All players will bat the entire game.  
 

○ No player will sit for more than 1 consecutive inning and no player should sit twice before 
all players have sat once. 
 

○ Teams will play 4 outfielders on defense. 
 

○ A team can start a game with less than 9 players.  The coaches should make every 
attempt to field 9 players.  If a team has less than 9 players an out WILL NOT occur when 
that missing player is scheduled to take his turn at bat.  
 

○ When a team is short less than 9 of players, they may pick up players from our BWBA 
recreation program only from the level below “Minors” it would be “Machine Pitch”.  Any 
replacement player(s) may only play outfield and must hit at the bottom of the order.  If a 
team made arrangements for a replacement player due to expected absence but ended 
up with 9 of its players at the start of the game, the replacement player may still play but 
only with the agreement of the opposing coach.  If the 9th player arrives late, the 
replacement player may continue to play.  
 

● Season Ending Tournament  
 

○ In determining the league champion, a season ending tournament shall be held. The 
tournament shall be a single elimination format.  Seedings for the tournament shall be 
based upon the regular season record. 
 

○ The official length of games for all tournament games shall be 5 complete innings, with 
extra innings for games ending in a tie until a winner is determined.  
 

○ The 5 run rule shall also not apply in the case of “extra innings”.  
 

○ A team may play short handed or pick up a player from a younger league only.  A 
replacement player will not be permitted to play if the team has 9 of its regular players at 
the start of the game.  If the 9th player arrives late, he would replace the replacement 
player in the lineup. 
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Minors - Rosters and Draft 
 
Each Minors team is assigned a head coach and one assistant coaches whose children are on that team. 
The league shall have the number of teams that allows each team to field a minimum of 10 players.  
 
All players are expected to attend a player evaluation session prior to the team assignments.  The league 
shall run the evaluation with the help of the coaches.  Teams will be assigned by the BWBA Board 
Members and League Director using the player evaluations.  It is important for all players to attend the 
evaluation to ensure the competitive balance of the league. 
 
Each team will have equal distribution of 3rd and 4th grade players within reason.  Player requests will be 
limited with all requests being considered but may not be honored.  
 
A late sign-up will be automatically placed on the team at the discretion of the officers.  Every effort will be 
made to ensure all teams have an equal number of players. And equal as possible the number of 2nd 
grade players per team. 
 
No changes of players from team to team will be made by coaches.  
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Minors - Rules 
 
The Minor League will follow the Ohio High School Baseball Rule Book except for the following 
amended ground rules: 
 

1. The distance between the bases will be 65 feet.  The pitching mound distance will be 46 feet 
 

2. Pitch Count Rules.  There will be limitations on the number of pitches that a player may pitch. 
Please see the pitch count chart. No player may pitch more than 50 pitches per game or pitch on 
a day he should be rested per the pitch count chart. 
 

a. The coaches are responsible for monitoring pitch counts and abiding by the pitch count 
charts.  

 
b. Umpires will bring pitch count sheets from each teams previous game to verify pitcher 

eligibility before each game. 
 

c. A violation will result in investigation and if it is determined by the Board that such 
violation was intentional, then the game may be forfeited and the coach considered in 
violation of the Code of Conduct.  
 

d. Accidental violations will be dealt with as the situation dictates.  
 

e. Certain players may also be playing for non-rec league teams.  The rec coaches of such 
players shall abide by the pitching limits put on such players by the non-rec coaches. 
Every effort will be made to identify players with such restrictions prior to the draft.  
 

3. If a pitcher hits three batters in the total amount of pitches thrown in a game, the player must be 
pulled from the game. Also if he was your starting pitcher he can’t return to the game. 

 
4. The umpires shall call balks only for instructional purposes.  

 
5. There shall be no intentional walks.  

 
6. Only the starting pitcher of the game may re-enter the game as a pitcher and only if the re-entry is 

in a different inning from when the pitcher was removed.  
 

7. No other pitcher may re-enter as a pitcher after removal. 
 

8. Any overthrow at first base or third base that hits the fence and bounces back in the field of play 
is considered a live ball.  The runner may advance at his own risk.  

 
9. If the ball goes in the dugout or out of the field of play the ball is dead and the runner advances 

one base on the overthrow.  
 

10. Thrown or batted balls that hit a light pole (inside the field of play) and stay in the fenced area are 
live balls.  
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11. Any fair-batted ball that hits a pole (inside the field of play) and goes out of play is a ground rule 

double. 
 

12. Any fair-batted ball that hits a wire for overhead lights is a ground rule double regardless where it 
hits the wire. 

 
13. Base runners must wait until the ball reaches the plate before leaving the base.  In the usual 

situation, if a base runner leaves early and the pitch is not hit, the runner will be returned to the 
base except if the play resulted in the runner being out.  If the base runner leaves early and the 
ball is hit, the defensive team can elect either to take the result of the play or to have the runner 
returned to the base and the pitch being replayed.  Repeated violations of this rule may result in 
runners being called out for leaving early.  

 
14. Stealing of home is NOT allowed in the Minor League. Runners may not advance to home on a 

pitch or a throwback to the pitcher, but runners may advance to home on all other baseball plays.  
 

15. Dropped Third Strike.  The dropped third strike rule shall not be enforced; the batter shall be out 
and runners may advance at their own risk. 
 

16. Balls in live play that end up stuck in the backstop entitle the runner to a maximum of one base 
only.  The ball is live and the runners may advance at their own risk. 
 

17. Sliding Required.  All players must slide to avoid contact at all bases.  It is up to the runner to 
avoid contact.  No runner may purposely collide with a fielder when making a tag.  If a collision 
occurs and the runner did not try to avoid the contact the runner is out and may be subject to 
ejection from the game if the contact is severe enough.  This is a judgment call to be made by the 
umpire. 
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Majors – Grades 5th, 6th, and 7th  
 
To be eligible to play in Majors, a player must currently be in 5th, 6th or 7th grade.  A player in grades 
below 5th will be allowed to play up in the Majors division at league discretion. 
 
Competitive Level - Fun, Recreational, Competitive 
 

● Unlike previous levels, this level is highly competitive with each team striving to win each game. 
 

● Scores will be kept all season. Score book will be provided and MUST be used by both coaches 
during games. ALL COACHES MUST KEEP A BOOK 
 

● Game Length 
 

a. In the regular season, the duration of a game will be the 6th completed inning or such 
earlier inning that starts 1:35 minutes from the scheduled start time of the game.  The 
final inning, whether it is the 6th inning or such earlier inning as determined by time, shall 
be announced by the umpires as “the final inning” and that inning shall be played to 
completion.  
 

b. A game shall be declared final if after each team has had four innings at bat, one team is 
15 or more runs ahead.  
 

c. Games may end in a tie.  
 

d. All games played will count towards the standings to determine the seedings for the 
season ending tournament. 
 

e. Halted Game. In the event a game is halted by weather, such game is official if each 
team has had 4 full innings at-bat or if the home team is ahead in the bottom of the 3rd 
inning.  If a game has been halted before it has qualified as official, then the game will be 
rescheduled and will resume from where it was delayed even if less than one inning.  
 

f. Make-Up Games.  All games postponed during the regular season shall be scheduled to 
be made up by the league.  The league will notify both coaches of the time and date.  
 

● Playing Time.  
 

a. There is free substitution of players.  
 

b. All players will bat the entire game.  
 

c. No player will sit for more than 1 consecutive inning. 
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d. A team can start a game with less than 9 players.  The coaches should make every 
attempt to field 9 players.  If a team has less than 9 players an out WILL NOT occur when 
that missing player is scheduled to take his turn at bat.  
 

e. When a team is short less than 9 of players, they may pick up players from our BWBA 
recreation program only from the level below “Majors” it would be “Minors”.  Any 
replacement player(s) may only play outfield and must hit at the bottom of the order.  If a 
team made arrangements for a replacement player due to expected absence but ended 
up with 9 of its players at the start of the game, the replacement player may still play but 
only with the agreement of the opposing coach.  If the 9th player arrives late, the 
replacement player may continue to play.  
 

● Season Ending Tournament  
 

a. In determining the league champion, a season ending tournament shall be held. The 
tournament shall be a single elimination format.  Seedings for the tournament shall be 
based upon the regular season record. 
 

b. The official length of games for all tournament games shall be 6 complete innings, with 
extra innings for games ending in a tie until a winner is determined.  
 

c. A team may play short handed or pick up a player from a younger league only.  A 
replacement player will not be permitted to play if the team has 9 of its regular players at 
the start of the game.  If the 9th player arrives late, he would replace the replacement 
player in the lineup. 
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Majors - Rosters and Draft 
 
Each Majors and Minors team is assigned a head coach and one assistant coach whose child is on that 
team.  The rest of the team is filled through a player draft, which will be scheduled at a convenient date 
after a player evaluation session.  
 
All players except for already assigned coaches’ kids are expected to attend a player evaluation session 
prior to the draft.  The league shall provide each coach a complete list of those players and designate 
whether they were at the player evaluation.  The list shall also note, to the extent known, whether the 
player has indicated he/she will also be participating on a non-rec team. 
 
Any player who does not attend the evaluation will not be eligible for the draft after the first round. 
Non eligible players will be assigned by the league director and at least one board member 
following the draft. 
 
The draft order shall be determined by lot and proceed in the serpentine draft method with the following 
exceptions:  
 

1. If a head coach or assistant coach has more than one child who will play on the team, that  
2. If a drafted player has a sibling also playing in the league, then the sibling shall also be team shall 

skip its 2nd round pick. assigned to that same team as its next draft choice. 
 
A player may sign up after the draft at the discretion of the league.  Late signups will be placed on teams 
in order of draft position at time of registration. 
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Majors - Rules 
 
The Major League will follow the Ohio High School Baseball Rule Book except for the following 
amended ground rules: 
 

1. Distances.  The distance between the bases will be 70 feet.  The pitching mound distance will be 
50 feet. 
 

2. No straight steals of home base.  Pass ball – the base runner can come home but the runner 
must slide to avoid contact. 
 

3. Pitch Count Rules.  There will be limitations on the number of pitches that a player may pitch. 
Please see the pitch count chart. No player may pitch more than 60 pitches per game or pitch on 
a day he should be rested per the pitch count chart. 
 

a. The coaches are responsible for monitoring pitch counts and abiding by the pitch count 
charts.  
 

b. Umpires will bring pitch count sheets from each teams previous game to verify pitcher 
eligibility before each game. 
 

c. A violation will result in investigation and if it is determined by the Board that such 
violation was intentional, then the game may be forfeited and the coach considered in 
violation of the Code of Conduct.  
 

d. Accidental violations will be dealt with as the situation dictates.  
 

e. Certain players may also be playing for non-rec league teams.  The rec coaches of such 
players shall abide by the pitching limits put on such players by the non-rec coaches. 
Every effort will be made to identify players with such restrictions prior to the draft.  
 

4. If a pitcher hits three batters in the total amount of pitches thrown in a game, the player must be 
pulled from the game. Also if he was your starting pitcher he can’t return to the game. 
 

5. The umpires shall call balks.  A pitcher receives one warning Balk with further Balks by that 
pitcher being enforced.  
 

6. There shall be no intentional walks.  
 

7. Only the starting pitcher of the game may re-enter the game as a pitcher and only if the re-entry is 
in a different inning from when the pitcher was removed.  No other pitcher may re-enter as a 
pitcher after removal. 
 

8. Any overthrow at first base or third base that hits the fence and bounces back in the field of play 
is considered a live ball.  The runner may advance at his own risk.  
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9. If the ball goes in the dugout or out of the field of play the ball is dead and the runner advances 
one base on the overthrow.  
 

10. Thrown or batted balls that hit a light pole (inside the field of play) and stay in the fenced area are 
live balls.  
 

11. Any fair-batted ball that hits a pole (inside the field of play) and goes out of play is a ground rule 
double.  

12. Any fair-batted ball that hits a wire for overhead lights is a ground rule double regardless where it 
hits the wire. 
 

13. Dropped Third Strike.  The dropped third strike rule shall not be enforced; the batter shall be out 
and runners may advance at their own risk. 
 

14. Balls in live play that end up stuck in the backstop entitle the runner to a maximum of one base 
only.  The ball is live and the runners may advance at their own risk. 
 

15. Sliding Required.  All players must slide to avoid contact at all bases.  It is up to the runner to 
avoid contact.  No runner may purposely collide with a fielder when making a tag.  If a collision 
occurs and the runner did not try to avoid the contact the runner is out and may be subject to 
ejection from the game if the contact is severe enough.  This is a judgment call to be made by the 
umpire. 
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Babe Ruth – Grades 7th, 8th and 9th (13-15 Years Old)  
 
This division participates in the Delaware County Babe Ruth League which is age based.  To be eligible 
to play players must be no older than 15 on NEED DATE 
 
Competitive Level - Recreational, Competitive 
 

● Unlike previous levels, this level is highly competitive with each team striving to win each game. 
 

● Scores will be kept all season. Score book will be provided and MUST be used by both coaches 
during games. ALL COACHES MUST KEEP A BOOK 
 

● Game Length 
 

a. NEED INFO 
 

● Playing Time.  
 

a. There is free substitution of players.  
 

b. All players will bat the entire game.  
 

c. No player will sit for more than 1 consecutive inning. 
 

d. A team can start a game with less than 9 players.  The coaches should make every 
attempt to field 9 players.  If a team has less than 9 players an out WILL NOT occur when 
that missing player is scheduled to take his turn at bat.  
 

e. When a team is short less than 9 of players, they may pick up players from our BWBA 
recreation program only from the level below which is the “Majors” division.  Any 
replacement player(s) may only play outfield and must hit at the bottom of the order.  If a 
team made arrangements for a replacement player due to expected absence but ended 
up with 9 of its players at the start of the game, the replacement player may still play but 
only with the agreement of the opposing coach.  If the 9th player arrives late, the 
replacement player may continue to play.  
 

● Season Ending Tournament  
 

a. NEED INFO 
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Babe Ruth - Rosters and Draft 
 
NEED TO UPDATE 
 
Each Majors and Minors team is assigned a head coach and one assistant coach whose child is on that 
team.  The rest of the team is filled through a player draft, which will be scheduled at a convenient date 
after a player evaluation session.  
 
All players except for already assigned coaches’ kids are expected to attend a player evaluation session 
prior to the draft.  The league shall provide each coach a complete list of those players and designate 
whether they were at the player evaluation.  The list shall also note, to the extent known, whether the 
player has indicated he/she will also be participating on a non-rec team. 
 
Any player who does not attend the evaluation will not be eligible for the draft after the first round. 
Non eligible players will be assigned by the league director and at least one board member 
following the draft. 
 
The draft order shall be determined by lot and proceed in the serpentine draft method with the following 
exceptions:  
 

3. If a head coach or assistant coach has more than one child who will play on the team, that  
4. If a drafted player has a sibling also playing in the league, then the sibling shall also be team shall 

skip its 2nd round pick. assigned to that same team as its next draft choice. 
 
A player may sign up after the draft at the discretion of the league.  Late signups will be placed on teams 
in order of draft position at time of registration. 
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Babe Ruth - Rules 
 
We will follow the official Babe Ruth rule book. The only deviation we came up with is pitch 
count which is covered below. 
 
Agreed to allow roster batting 
 
Pitch counts are as follows: 
1 - 30 pitches - 0 Days rest 
31 - 50 pitches - 1 Days rest 
51 -75 pitches - 2 Days rest 
76 or more pitches - 3 Days rest 
125 pitches maximum per day allowed 
 
These pitch counts follow OHSAA rules. Babe Ruth/Pitch Smart pitch counts are different but we feel we 
should follow OHSAA pitch counts during the regular season. 
 
As specified in the Babe Ruth Rule book, bats must have the BBCOR .50 or USABats logo. 
Although there is no maximum on drop limit in 13-15 age group, as an organization we will only 
allow up to a -8 drop bat during league play. 
 
Games will have a 2-hour time limit. No new inning can start after the 2 hours as specified in the Babe 
Ruth Rule book. 
 
10 run-rule will be in effect for all games as specified in the Babe Ruth rule book. 
 
All games will be 7 innings as specified in the Babe Ruth Rule book. 
 
Any play being made at any base, runner must avoid contact. This does not mean they have to 
slide. Contrary to popular belief it is not a rule that the player must slide. Only that they avoid 
contact. It is encouraged to the players that it is safest to slide. 
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Big Walnut Baseball Association - All-Star Selection 
 
BWBA will have players elected to an All-Star and selected to a Tournament Team.  The All-Star team will 
play one game at the end of the regular season.  The all-star participants will be selected prior to the end 
of the regular season at a TBD date.  The coaches should employ the spirit of both competition and fair 
play being reminded that these games are a reward to the players for a good season.  
 
Three types of voters; Players, Parents and Coaches will select the players to the all-star teams.  Each 
player will be given an all-star ballot to fill out.  Each player will also be given one all-star ballot for the 
parents to fill out.  The head and assistant coaches will be given an all-star ballot to complete.  
 
The All Stars will be selected by the division coaches, League Director and at least one BWBA board 
member.  The All Star Ballots will be used in the selection, but the final decision will be made by the 
coaches with tie breakers being determined by the League Director.  Each division will select enough 
players to field 2 teams.  They are not required to select a certain number of kids per team but it is 
encouraged to keep it fair and even. 
 
Tournament Team.  
 
If the schedule permits, the league would also like to enter Majors, Minors and Machine Pitch teams in 
one or more post-season tournaments.  The BWBA board and League Director in the league will agree, 
by vote if necessary, on a head coach and two assistant coaches for the tournament team.  The players 
selected for the All Star game will be invited to play in the tournament.  In the event that All Star 
participants are not able to play in the tournament they can be replaced at the tournament coach's 
discretion. 
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Helpful Hints for Coaches 
 
1.  Be positive: 
 

● Emphasize the good things not the bad. 
● Be sure to let players know when they have done something well. 
● Make corrections/suggestions in a positive fashion and point out good things as well as mistakes. 

 
2.  Remove anxiety as it reduces performance: 
 

● Emphasize performance (hustle, aggressiveness, etc.) rather than the outcome (win or loss).  
● Encourage confidence and positive self-image. 

 
3. After each game, discuss team performance with the entire team.  Point out something good that each 
player did in front of the whole team. 
 
4.  Have your line-up prepared prior to the game. 
 
5.  Be early for games and practices. 
 
6.  Have players arrive early for games to loosen up, talk strategy, and get mentally prepared for the 
game. 
 
7.  Don't "lock" your players into one position, especially at the younger levels.  Playing several different 
positions will not only help the individual player learn the various aspects of the game, but will also 
increase the flexibility of any line-up you field. 
 
8.  Urge your players to practice at home.  Show them some basic throwing and batting drills to work on 
between practices and games.  A little "homework" never hurt anyone. 
 
9.  Coaches arguing with the umpires.  Coaches, this is little league!!  The umpires are not perfect but 
they are doing the best that they can.  The coaches must set examples; your players look up to you.  If 
you openly display that you are dissatisfied with the umpire’s decisions then the players and parents will 
follow right along behind you.  I am not saying that you cannot question a ruling but the way to approach 
the umpire is extremely important.  Set a good example, one that will promote good sportsmanship. 
 
PRACTICES 
 

1. Make your practices active.  Tire your players out before talking strategy. 
2. Start and end practice on a high note, with something, players like to do. 
3. Plan what you are going to tell them.  Keep it brief, to the point, and use terms they can 

understand. 
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Pitch Count and Days of Rest 
 
This information is relating to the number of pitches thrown per game and the corresponding days of rest 
need for the pitcher’s arm to recover.  This information may very only slightly depending upon the source, 
but these numbers are viewed to be very close to the limit needed to protect young arms. 
 
 

SAFE PITCH COUNTS  DAYS OF REST NEEDED 

 Number of Pitches Thrown 

Age Per Game Maximum 0 Days  1 Day 2 Days 3 Days 

Minors 50  25 or less 26-29 30-39 40-50 

Majors 60 29 or less 30-39 40-49 50-60 

 
The following table shows the next available day a pitcher can throw based on the day they pitched and 
number of pitches thrown. 
 

1-29 Pitches 30-39 Pitches 40-49 Pitches 50-60 Pitches 

Day Pitched Available to 
Pitch 

Day Pitched Available to 
Pitch 

Day Pitched Available to 
Pitch 

Day Pitched Available to 
Pitch 

Monday Tuesday Monday Wednesday Monday Thursday Monday Friday 
Tuesday Wednesday Tuesday Thursday Tuesday Friday Tuesday Saturday 

Wednesday Thursday Wednesday Friday Wednesday Saturday Wednesday Sunday 
Thursday Friday Thursday Saturday Thursday Sunday Thursday Monday 

Friday Saturday Friday Sunday Friday Monday Friday Tuesday 
Saturday Sunday Saturday Monday Saturday Tuesday Saturday Wednesday 
Sunday Monday Sunday Tuesday Sunday Wednesday Sunday Thursday 

 
Example:  Say you have a 12 year old pitcher who throws on 50 pitches in one game on Tuesday.  This 
pitcher must now rest on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  He/she cannot pitch again until Saturday. 
(Warm up pitches do not count against the total pitch count) 
 
The proper number of days rest and application of ice immediately following the game are important to 
reduce the risk of injury to the throwing arm.  To reduce swelling and the risk injury, the shoulder, tricep 
area and elbow must be iced for approximately 20 minutes after the game. 
 
The day following pitching, the player should: 

1. Run approximately ¼ mile to enhance the body’s ability to rid itself of the “Bad Blood” 
2. Secondly the player should then warm up with 10-15 throws at the normal distance. 
3. The player should then do the “Long Toss” drill at about 50% effort for 20 throws  

(approximate length of throw – the distance between home plate and second base) 
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Acknowledgement 
 
This is to acknowledge that I have received the Big Walnut Baseball Association Code of Conduct and 
Rules Packet. I agree to comply with the standards contained in the Code and all related policies and 
procedures. 
 
I understand that it is my responsibility to read, understand and keep up to date with the contents of the 
Big Walnut Baseball Association Code of Conduct and Rules Packet, and to seek clarification or further 
information if needed.  
 
I understand that breach or violation of the Big Walnut Baseball Association Code of Conduct and Rules 
Packet may result in disciplinary action including but not limited to suspension from Big Walnut Baseball 
Association facilities. 
 
I acknowledge that, on the date below, I received a copy of the Big Walnut Baseball Association Code of 
Conduct and Rules Packet for my re-view and reference.  
 
I acknowledge that I have been afforded the opportunity to ask any questions I have concerning the 
content of the Big Walnut Baseball Association Code of Conduct and Rules Packet.  
 
 
Name:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
Date:    ____________________________________ 
 
 
Signature:  _________________________________ 
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